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INTRODUCTION


There are several qualities that are to be present in the lives of the Children of God. Paul calls them the fruit of the Spirit. The first fruit is love. The second is joy. The third is peace. The fourth is patience. The fifth is kindness. Kindness may be defined as a quality of character that makes one useful because of moral excellence. Because of the presence of the Living Lord, we have experienced and are experiencing the loving care and kindness of God. We are to share that same kindness in all of our relationships with others. Therefore, kindness is appropriate throughout all of life.  

I.
THE BASIS FOR OUR KINDNESS

1. We have seen the compassion and mercy of God on the Cross.

2. We have experienced the compassion and mercy of God in our lives.

3. We have a solid basis for showing God’s loving kindness to others.

Because we have seen and experienced the kindness of God, we should be capable of sharing it with others. We are useful to God when we become more like Him.

II.
THE BASICS OF OUR KINDNESS 

1. We can be kind and develop a loving relationship with those who are kind.

2. We can be kind and show God’s love and compassion to those who are unkind.

3. We can be kind and thereby give a faithful witness for Jesus Christ.

Because we have seen and experienced the kindness of God, we are capable of sharing love and compassion with others. We are useful to God when we allow His love and compassion to flow through us to others.

IV.
THE BALANCE OF OUR KINDNESS

1. We should strongly respond when Satan’s forces attack God’s People.

2. We should strongly respond when Satan’s forces attack God’s Word.

3. We should strongly respond when Satan’s forces attack God’s Will.

Because we have seen and experienced the kindness of God in the life of Jesus Christ, we know that kindness sometimes requires us to respond to satanic attack in a spirit of love and humility. Kindness involves more than allowing others to do as they like.

CONCLUSION


We can/should be kind in all of the circumstances of life. We have benefited from the kindness of God and, thus, should know the importance of sharing it with others. However, being kind sometimes requires a strong, disciplined response to those who attack others. Let us never forget that Jesus Christ is our example. 

The rationale for having the fruit of the Spirit, including kindness, is found in verses 24-25: “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live in the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”
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